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"y DECK FURNITURE GOES UPSCALE

"o\ V) a Whether it’s teak, wicker or good old pine, cottage owners
- \ 11 N . arctakingtheir outdoor comfort more seriously PH9

BIG
IMPACT

SMALL SPACES
Even in the
liniest condo
there is room
for art
Page PH5

COTTAGE
COLOUR

EASY CARE
Perennials keep
cardening simple
Page P9

JOB JAR

Sopme Montreal neighbours
are linking Uhelr yards with
flowers and not fenees.
“Inslead ol the

darden framing the hosse,
the housc frames the
garden” is Dhe way Vielor
Yelverton Haines desribes
The loak his Westmount
property and four otlers
have acquired by linking
thedr feonil gardens inloa
block-long spread, Haines
culls it a political statement
to links thelr properties.
Puge PHE




SATIONAL POST, THURSDAY, MAY 15 3005 &

POST HOMES

PH3

Often, what we're selling with our architecture i

¢ a feel as much as a home,

and that’s not at all simple to describe. With the book, we try to get people to reveal

their innermost feelings, preferences, what malkes them tick’

Workbook helps
couple find the
‘feel” they seck

By Manina
UNTACKE BREEN

Keztled in the side of & wooded
clift, by funndation fashioned cul
of the same granite as the vut-
ernppings all around i1, this
‘beantiful Muskoka cottapme sooms
almast o have sprumg misturally
oult of the countryside. Designed
Tor & Toronbo-area enuple by ae-
chitects harilyn Lake and Brian
Lee of The Dlea] Environment,
with help from intern Shelagh
MeCartney, what makes  the
house espeeially interesting is
howw perfectly il embedies the
oamers’ idea of their dream
wuttige,

The secrel, M. Lake savs, Hes
ool Just in Tetng able (o cearly
comimunicate your wishes tn
your architect, but in knowing
exactly what thnss wishes are.

That’s why she and Mr. Lee co-
authnred a no-nonsense honk, The
Tedear! Cotteape ard Countey Home
Design Worklonk [avallable al
eottage shows and at: theidealen-
virunmenteons,  Hhat Belps
would-be cottage owners work
ol in exacting detall, everylhing
their perfoet vacation home
should inelude — with question-
naires, apares for elippings and
skerches, and plenty of down-to-
earth advice.

COVER

STORY

The cliff-slde cottape, designed by Marilyn Lake and Brisn Lee, is shaped so

“Oiten, what we're selling with
our architeeture is & forl as much
s i borne, o Hists ool al all
simple to describe. With the
bk, we Ley o gel penple b re
weal their innermost feclings,
preferenves, what mikes them
Hek!"

The owners hid rented o cen-
tury cottage in the area for years.

et

and thele grown kids somelimes
rented other cottages nearby: 8o
their main privrity wiss building
a place that would be eomfort-
able for te tam of them, and alsn
provide a gathering spot for a5
miny s 14 family members

with additinnal mom for a grows
iny cadre of o Alsn,

Ideal cottage ust afeeling a

’uﬂ

he wifie i an unspoken prindly
az wrll *The hushand wrorhs very
hard during the week and she
wanted to create 2 beautiful place
thal would encourage him Lo
apend more time relaxing instead
it jusst Whinkingg abowt work all e
time.

as the workbook helped reveal,

The firund the per-
froot spot to place the cottage was

that each principal room has its own door to the cutside,

Just where a sheer el levels off
slightly hefore plunging down to
Ll Tuke,

The houze is shaped o that
each prinelpal voorm, nn eth Tev-
els, haz its own view and door to
Lhe gubside, o a berrace al one
aide that ends In stine steps lead-
ing to the path down to the wi-
ter.

way

'T hate cantilevered devks on
outtages: that's & very urban-frol-
g conslreel” says Ms Lake, -
stead, as many doors az poasible
enithle yun to touch the carth, so
1o speak, from almosh every
rooen.” o coneck i Lo e Tand-
soape, particular attention went
imte the materials of the cxterivr,
Cedar shinglas in the gahles,
grey-green stained wood siding,
and rough-eut local stone laid in
@ horizontel wshlar pattern for
e Inweer hall and foundation,
act a2 akind of camouflage.

The foundation itself is a
lend of grey and sofi-pink stone,
precisely echoing the Mnsknka
granite that dots the property —
all the smore remarkable, since it
was an arcident.

“Wi had erdered all-grey stone
originally, but when the first load
arrived, it wis pink! We endel up
Just mixing it in with the proper
oy stone, and when we were fin-
isherl we dizsovered (L malchel
the matural rack un the property
much better than our original
ides would have”

T weniers winnbed Lo emnlle.
the traditirmal pine-rlad interior
af the old rented cottage, hat it
sctup o puzle since wood interi-
ors letich Lo De diark, especially un-
treated pine, which darkens as it

AS.

Ul solution was plenty of g
anl windows — fillened-ellipse
clerestory windows in the great
o, kitehen and dining room, a
big how window in the greal
toom, and sliding doors across
the entire dining room wrall.
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Dream
translation

COTTAGE

Coseidnaied frasi Fage PIET

i the lowrer level, a pair of elegant
archtop windows banish any bascment
gloom. The architects alzo put in &
sereen porch — thak traditionad Muslo-
ka enttage staple — bt with a few mod-
wrn-day improvements.,

“Tradilinnally, sereen porches we s
placed in the front, facing the view,
which darkened and cut off the rooms
inzide. We plaeed it at one side, so the
o =4l gels agreal view withoul hog-

ingit?

Along with a woml stove st on b
stunc hearth, the sereens can be re-
Pl by slorm windows when Lhe
weather turns enol. extending the
reum’s useithle scason ko wll but the
enldest months

Lnsidle, Lhe sain rooims are all Opes
tn each ather, perfect for calling out to
eruwds lolling about the place. The big
family kitehen embodies another of e
owmers' top workbook items. 01d-fash-
iomed framed cebinetry with a pale,
hund-rubbid finish, and smouth honed
granite counters ghve il ald-Tashioned
charm; in the centre, & frecstanding is-
land that resembles o hefly antique
sports an ivory-colovred crackle paint
finiah, revealing hints nf deep ved wi-
demeath.

Thie dining room bilide, eistom-mide
feom special T-inch curly maple
hoards, cepands ti seat the entine 14-
member clan,

Owerbeiul iz anutber subtle detail de-
alzned tn channel the past: The celling
beam erovwming the entry to the great
oot wis sstd-ewn will an olil-fesli-
iomed carpenters adee, T3 e wouds in
the honse are designed to feel ag if they
were touched by human hands, and to
Paarmonize wilh each olher” Ms, Lake
zaps. All throngh the interinr, reclaimed
fir floars and the mwners’ Innged-for nat-
urel pine walls add warmth. bt with &
monlern UV-prolective viarnish Lal will
‘maintain their pale honey eolour.

Thie et Toum is s cugy for two as il
15 pecommeadating for family and fricrds,
Thee rusl, sage and fvore colours of The
Persian carpet are echoed in the hand-
pivked stomes of the Sreplace; iy wi
drmar seats offer a place tocuel up with o
oo or catch A nian, A speeially designed
rivmnded ceiling and hidden speakers al-
T the wwners to indulge their passion
T vste, while slereo equipment slavs
out of sight inside a built-in cabinet to
the right uf Che firepdice,

The luwer-level rec roum and addi-
Hnmal guest quarters let the younger
Feneration get beisterous and stll allow
Draud b enjoy Mowarl, upsbairs. Board
games, plng-pong and fooshall tahles
pags o rabny day, and 07 the kids gel
bored, they can always wateh a videao,

" U0 LS yuu aTive, you st Lo re-
lax" says the female half of the couple.
“When we're glone, we love to just
streteh out and vead v go fior walks in
the wouds, Amd when e gang is up,
there's always a game of Scrahhle going,
ping-pomg or erogquct — it ean got proede
noisy sarmelines?

"Bt what I really love heve)” she adds,
“Is winter time. I've never heen a winter
perEen, but up here o just bundle up,
Pk gnt sencweshoes, s g ofl inke awine
ter wonderland. There aren't that many
prople around that time of vear, soyou
el as if vou have it all to poursclE?

National Pase




