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nyone who's built & cottage

on an island knows the
logistics are much more dif-
ficult (rend: time-consuming
and expensive) than raising o
cottage on the mainland. 5o,
Tow do you explain the fact
tsat this Georginn Bay beauty
went from the first bammer
rised to habitable, with func-
tional solar power, in just
three

days?
It's prefish, of course. Hut this
I like no other prefab you've
ever seon. Other than the very
finil tonches, the whole cot-

windy island where it would
ond up. The process consiated
of creating a series of modules
that were completed in every
detail, inside and out — right
down to paint colotrs and
light switclies —at a rate of one
comploted module every 12 to
24 hours. This astonishing sys-

down
environmental impact is con-
siderably lower than & com-
parable custom project. And

clalired tasks,

Itself is tighter and of'hl.lh!r-
quality than the old-fashioned
‘method.

Of course, the process
started a lot earller than that.

PRESTO! NS

An environmentally friendly cottage, assembled in three days By Martha Uniacke Breen

REAT

of prefab cottage construction
8 A way to streamiine some of
the more standaniized aspects
of the process, freeing up cap-
ital to concentrate on the cus-

propched Royal Homes to
develop, in effect, a custom/
stock hybrid that combines
the best of both. “We came to
them and sabd, We'll use some
wmmm:-

Taiwe economies

ﬂﬁﬂhﬁllmwhuymd
anything

slgn and wuch of it was built
to our specs, especially in the
finishes, windows, woodwork
and 80 00"

Virtually uv-ry detail is
worked out in advance —
given the speed at which the
imodyles are created once the
process begins, thenes no time
to second-guess the design or

and completion costs), The
prize went to the Starr family,
und the site, on a small island
in Georgian Bay that had been
in Russell Starr's fumily for
years, equldnt have been bet-
tor snited tothe concept. |
But the cottage’s unusual

the cost of running power out to
the island from the mainland”
Ise recalis. “And they wouldn't
even glve us & date when it
would be installed.” Research
revealed that installing a solar
mmdwlwbduw
the hydro line, wnd
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